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Pesticide Laws 

This Module Will Help You: 

• Understand key federal laws and regulations 

• Understand the importance of good record keeping 

 



Pesticide Laws 

• Are meant to protect public health and the environment 

• Regulate registration, labeling, sales, distribution, transport, storage, application, 
disposal 
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• The Department of Environmental Quality, Pesticide Control Office is the lead program 
to enforce both federal and tribal pesticide laws 

 The Office utilizes federal credentials when applicable and necessary. 

 Refers certain cases to the EPA. 

• Tribal law is more restrictive than federal law 

• Applicators are responsible for knowing the law, even when it changes.   

 

GR-05-14… know it ! 

Tribal Pesticide Laws 



Pesticide regulated activity means any activity involving the use of a pesticide when that 
activity is regulated under this chapter.   

Examples of pesticide regulated activities include, but are not limited to, the production, 
transportation, storage, sale, use, and disposal of pesticides, pesticide containers, and 
pesticide devices. 

 

Pest management business means all of the following: 

 A Community government entity that employs either of the following: 

  1. A Community Certified Applicator …. 

2. A Community Applicator for the purpose of using a general use pesticide while 
engaged in the performance of official duties to control pests within the 
Reservation. 

§18.304(A):  Definitions 



§18.313:  Requirements to Obtain Permits, 
Certifications, and Registrations; Exempted Applicators 
  
A.  Pesticide Use Permit.  The following persons shall 
obtain a pesticide use permit before engaging or 
offering to engage in a pesticide regulated activity: 
  

1. Owners or operators of a pest management 
business; 

2. Regulated growers; and 
3. Seed treaters 
 

§18.313(A) 
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• Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, & Rodenticide Act 

• Enacted by U.S. Congress in 1947 

• Administered by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

 Registers and licenses pesticides for use 

 Ensures both human and environmental health are evaluated 

 Precautions and restrictions put into place to prevent adverse effects 

 

FIFRA and the U.S. EPA 



• The EPA can stop the sale or use of any pesticide at any time 

• Labeling and packaging must be consistent throughout the U.S. 

• Tribal law can be more restrictive than federal law! 

• Approves pesticide labels as LEGAL documents 

• Reevaluates older pesticides under current standards 

• Violators are subject to penalties 

 

EPA: Important Facts 



• General Use:  

 Normally lower toxicity 

 

• Restricted Use (RUP):   

 May cause adverse effects to human health or the environment 

 Must be stated on the federal label 

 Sold only to certified applicators 

 Applied only by certified applicators or employees under their direct supervision 

 

Pesticide Classifications 



Pesticide Applicators 
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Community Applicator (CA) Certified Applicator Community Certified Applicator 
(CCA) 

Allows general use pesticide 
applications 

X X X 

Allows restricted use pesticide 
applications 

X 

Authorized to apply at schools X X 

Community Member / Employees 
ONLY 

X 

Requires categorical 
endorsements 

X X 

GRIC Applicator Fee     X 

Issued By GRIC State ADA/PMD/EPA EPA & GRIC 

Training Requirements GRIC Certification Course Examination (s) Based on Certified Applicator 



• Applicators MUST follow the label, 
unless exemptions for specific uses 
are listed 

• Tribal law may override these 
exemptions – check with Tribal law 
first! 

Following the Label 
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• The site must be stated on the label 

• The target pest does not need to be 
listed 

• Any application method may be 
used, unless prohibited by the label 

• Applications may be made at a rate 
less than that stated on the label, 
not more! 

• Tank mixtures are OK, unless the 
label says  otherwise 

Label: Rules of Thumb 
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• Any product that claims to control, repel, attract, or mitigate a pest 

• Standard – Section 3 

• Special Local Need – Section 24c 

• Emergency Exemption – Section 18 

• Minimum Risk – no registration required 

• Experimental Use Permits 

Pesticide Registrations 



• Device: Any instrument for trapping, destroying, 
repelling, or mitigating a pest (even a black light 
trap) 

• The EPA requires the registration of all firms and 
organizations that produce devices 

 

Pest Control Device 

Z-Trap electronic insect trapping device 
Image Credit: Purdue University, Purdue Research Park 



• EPA reviews older pesticides every 15 years 

• Products must meet safety standards according to the Food Quality Protection Act 
(FQPA) of 1996 

• All products are screened for all routes of exposure in determining safe levels of 
residues in food 

Pesticide Re-registrations  



Food Quality Protection Act 
(FQPA) 

• Establishes food residue tolerances only when there is “reasonable certainty” of no 
harm 

• Considers cumulative exposures 

• Considers greater risks to infants and children  

• Mandates the review of older pesticides under new standards – every 15 years 

• Mandates testing for endocrine disruption 

 



• The EPA regulates residues and sets 
tolerances 

• Residue:  The amount of pesticide that 
remains on food or feed at time of 
harvest 

• Tolerance:  The maximum legal amount 
of residue that is allowed to remain on 
or in treated crops or animals that’s sold 
for food or feed 

 

Residues and Tolerances 
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Holstein cows eat lunch at the Dairy Cattle Facility at UC Davis.  
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• Tolerances well within limits if label followed 

• Apply only to crops listed on the label – no deviation! 

• Follow application rates! 

• Wait until the pre-harvest interval (PHI) has passed:  
The number of days from application until harvest or 
slaughter 

How Does a Pesticide Applicator Meet 
Tolerance Levels? 
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• Violation:  Distributing, selling, or delivering an unregistered pesticide 

• Violation:  Advertising not in accordance with the label specifications 

• Violation:  Selling a registered product if content do not conform with label information 

• Violation:  Selling adulterated or misbranded pesticide 

• Violation:  Detaching, altering, or defacing a container or label 

• Violation:  Forbidding EPA inspections 

• Violation:  Making a guarantee or recommendation that does not conform to the label 

• Violation:  Inaccurate record keeping 

• Violation:  Making a restricted-use pesticide available to a non-certified applicator 

• Violation:  Advertising a restricted use pesticide without telling the audience 

• Violation:  Using a pesticide in any manner inconsistent with its label! 

 

Violations of Federal Law 



Civil Penalties 

 

• Private Applicators: 1st time, warning; 
other offenses, up to $1000 

• Most applicators and dealer managers:  
up to $5,000 per offense  

• Size of operation, impact and gravity of 
violation all considered in deciding the 
penalty amount 

Criminal Penalties 

 

• Misdemeanor 

• Private Applicators: up to $1000 and/or 
30 days in prison 

• Commercial Applicators:  up to $25,000 
and/or up to 1 year in prison 

• Producers:  up to $50,000 and/or up to 
1 year in prison 

Federal Penalties for FIFRA Violations 



• Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) 

 Governs pesticide registration, sales, application, and disposal 

• Food Quality Protection Act (FQPA) 

 Sets tougher standards for pesticides used on food  

• Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetics Act (FFDCA)  

 Governs pesticide tolerances 

Federal Laws to Know 



• Administered by U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service  

• Must not harm endangered or 
threatened species or their 
habitat  

• Illegal to kill, harm or collect 
endangered or threatened fish, 
plants, or wildlife 

• EPA must ensure pesticide use 
will not harm endangered and 
threatened species 

Endangered Species Act 

Jaguar 
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• Administered by tribal agencies and the EPA 

• Labels direct applicators to consult a county bulletin to check for special restrictions 

Endangered Species Protection Program 

Image Credit: GRIC PCO 



• Pesticide manufacturer must ensure pesticide use does not harm the threatened or 
endangered species or their habitat, when applied according to the label 

• Precautionary measures may include buffer strips, reduced application rates, timing 
restrictions and prohibited use in specific areas 

Endangered Species Protection Program 



• EPA administers federal laws for 
commercial applicators 

• USDA enforces federal laws for 
private applicators 

• GR-05-14 Pesticide Code:  
§18.319 – §18.323 identifies 
recordkeeping requirements. 

Keeping Records 
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• Meet tribal and federal requirements 

• Document professionalism, which can protect you in a lawsuit 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of treatments 

• Help time purchases efficiently to increase profits and avoid costly disposal problems. 

• Provide information in medical emergencies 

• Contribute to data that plays a key role in documenting the benefits of pesticides 

Keeping Records is Smart 



• Keep records of pesticide training for your employees! 

• Not required, but they do verify that employees received adequate training 

• Keep names, ID numbers, signatures, dates, copies of training materials 

Training Records 
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